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We can stop the terrible harvest of chil-
dren and adolescents wrought by HIV and
AIDS. Working together we have the power
to stop this plague.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of May
29 through June 4, 1994, as Pediatric and
Adolescent AIDS Awareness Week. I call on
the people of America, the Governors of the
50 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
and officials of other areas under the flag of
the United States of America, to join with
me in the continuing fight against HIV and
AIDS and to remember especially during this
week children and young people living with
HIV and AIDS and their families.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:40 p.m., May 26, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 26, and will
be published in the Federal Register on May 31.

Remarks on Signing the Freedom of
Access to Clinic Entrances Act of
1994
May 26, 1994

Thank you very much, General Reno, for
your leadership on this issue. Thank you, Mr.
Vice President. Senator Kennedy, Chairman
Brooks, Congressman Schumer, Congress-
woman Schroeder, Congresswoman Morella,
thank you all for your leadership. I thank the
Republicans as well as the Democrats in the
Congress. I think it is important to point out
that this bill had bipartisan support. I’d also
like to acknowledge the presence here today
among us of David and Wendy Gunn, the
children of Dr. David Gunn from Florida.

Thank you for coming, and you’re welcome
here today.

Enacting this bill to provide freedom of
access to clinics has been a priority because
protecting the freedoms of our citizens is
surely chief among the responsibilities of the
President of the United States. This bill is
designed to eliminate violence and coercion.
It is not a strike against the first amendment.
Far from it, it ensures that all citizens have
the opportunity to exercise all their constitu-
tional rights, including their privacy rights
under the Constitution.

Our people have genuine and deeply felt
differences on the subject of abortion, even
if abortion is safe, legal, and rare. But we
must all agree that as a nation we must re-
main committed to the rule of law. It is what
keeps us civilized. It is what enables us to
live together. It protects our liberties as indi-
viduals and as a nation. It gives us the free-
dom at election time to try to elect those
who agree with us and defeat those who
don’t. It gives us a way to carry on as one
nation from many people with many different
views.

We simply cannot, we must not continue
to allow the attacks, the incidents of arson,
the campaigns of intimidation upon law-abid-
ing citizens that has given rise to this law.
No person seeking medical care, no physician
providing that care should have to endure
harassments or threats or obstruction or in-
timidation or even murder from vigilantes
who take the law into their own hands be-
cause they think they know what the law
ought to be.

What happened to the father of Wendy
and David Gunn should not have happened.
The shooting attack that wounded Dr.
George Tiller in Wichita, Kansas, should not
have happened. Now with this legislation we
will have a law with teeth to deal with those
who take part in unlawful activities, who put
themselves above and beyond the law. Be-
cause of the violence it will curb, the lives
and property it will protect, and the constitu-
tional rights of women it will uphold, the
Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act
becomes law today.

Let me say again that the awful cir-
cumstances which gave rise to this law are
the most extreme example of a trend running
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in this country that I think is very bad for
us as a democracy. I treasure and would fight
and indeed die to protect the rights of people
to express their views on this issue, no matter
how different they may be from mine. I be-
lieve deeply that our country is strengthened
by people whose religious convictions on this
issue may be different from mine or from
yours. But the implication that people who
differ about what rights should be accorded
to women in our society are somehow enthu-
siastic about abortion is just downright
wrong.

There is so much we have to talk about,
so much we could be doing together to dif-
fuse the intense anger and animosity and to
listen to one another, to help the lives of chil-
dren who have been born, to get them into
good adoptive homes more quickly, more
readily, often across racial lines—things that
aren’t available today. A lot of this could be
done.

But it will never be done if people who
think they have a right to take the law in
their own hands, to misrepresent the posi-
tions of their opponents, and to wreak vio-
lence in this country and verbal extremism,
and to distort the tenor of public debate have
their day. It is time for us to turn away from
that. All the people in this country without
regard to their position on abortion, I think,
would say that parents have fundamental re-
sponsibilities to raise their children. The peo-
ple who gave rise to this act denied Dr. David
Gunn the right to be a parent throughout
his lifetime. That was not a pro-life position.

Let us take the opportunity in signing this
not only to speak out against the extremism
and the vigilante conduct which gave right
to this law but to ask the American people
once again to reach across these awful bar-
riers and start listening to each other again
and talking with each other again and trying
to honestly deal with these problems again.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Dr. David Gunn, who was
killed outside a clinic in Pensacola, FL, on March
10, 1993, and Dr. George R. Tiller, who was
wounded outside a clinic in Wichita, KS, on Au-
gust 19, 1993. S. 636, approved May 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–259.

The President’s News Conference
May 26, 1994

China
The President. Good afternoon. Today I

would like to announce a series of important
decisions regarding United States policy to-
ward China.

Our relationship with China is important
to all Americans. We have significant inter-
ests in what happens there and what happens
between us. China has an atomic arsenal and
a vote and a veto in the U.N. Security Coun-
cil. It is a major factor in Asian and global
security. We share important interests, such
as in a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and
in sustaining the global environment. China
is also the world’s fastest growing economy.
Over $8 billion of United States exports to
China last year supported over 150,000
American jobs.

I have received Secretary Christopher’s
letter recommending, as required by last
year’s Executive order, reporting to me on
the conditions in that Executive order. He
has reached a conclusion with which I agree,
that the Chinese did not achieve overall sig-
nificant progress in all the areas outlined in
the Executive order relating to human rights,
even though clearly there was progress made
in important areas, including the resolution
of all emigration cases, the establishment of
a memorandum of understanding with re-
gard to how prison labor issues would be re-
solved, the adherence to the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights and other issues.

Nevertheless, serious human rights abuses
continue in China, including the arrest and
detention of those who peacefully voice their
opinions and the repression of Tibet’s reli-
gious and cultural traditions.

The question for us now is, given the fact
that there has been some progress but that
not all the requirements of the Executive
order were met, how can we best advance
the cause of human rights and the other pro-
found interests the United States has in our
relationship with China?

I have decided that the United States
should renew most-favored-nation trading
status toward China. This decision, I believe,
offers us the best opportunity to lay the basis
for long-term sustainable progress in human
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